
To whom it may concern, 
 
On 22/07/2019 Lewisham held it’s first Youth Climate forum organised by the Young Mayor’s Team. 
There were two-three dozen participants and guests from UKSCN, the German FFS movement and 
young members of the labour movement from outside Lewisham too. However, at least 75-80% (by 
estimate) of the participants were from Lewisham. 
 
This letter holds the recommendations that came from it.  
 
The contributions that participants were most passionate about and were marked as the most significant 
in no particular order were: 

1. For Lewisham’s approach to being carbon-neutral to involve academics 
2. Have a Lewisham “low-carbon week” or a themed event of the sort that would involve: 

- Having events about climate change in schools to educate, but these must be fun and engaging 
for the students as it would otherwise be pointless 
- Competitions, using smart meters to minimise the usage of electricity at home/minimise the 
carbon footprint of organisations, that are rewarding (to encourage behavioural change) 

3. “Meat-free Mondays” in school lunches (contact Chartwell’s to do so) 
4. Giving people/students reusable water bottles, it was acknowledged that many were put off this 

investment due to the short term cost of it to the consumer 
5. Establishing a youth committee to scrutinise the policies/strategies towards being carbon-neutral 

that holds authority over the proceeding of Lewisham (this was most important for the group) 
6. To work more with schools and the curriculum generally 
7. To promote the moving towards being environmentally-friendly 
8. Having a youth council to share power with elected councillors (this arose from the conversations 

of youth representation around the table) 
9. To support the school strikers should any dispute arise in Lewisham  

 
Other contributions included: 

● Better/cheaper public transport 
● Encouraging walking for short travels 
● Avoiding stigmatising individuals for the choices they make 
● Increasing energy from renewable sources 
● Refusing to cut down all/any tree(s) in the borough 
● For the Young Mayor and other Lewisham elected representatives to pressure central 

government and coordinate with Lewisham MPs for pro-climate actions 
● To promote and support UKSCN 

 
As Young Mayor and the facilitator of the forum on the day, I will attempt to conduct another forum 
before the end of my term. At this all relevant stakeholders are invited to attend to observe/speak before 
the timepoint at which the forum will choose if they would rather those who aren’t a part of the forum to 
leave the room so that discussions can occur freely. 
 
Adam Abdullah, 
Young Mayor of Lewisham 2018/19 


